[bookmark: story-writing-toolkit][bookmark: X4df912b3fe2e0517a8fdd98bd4faaa7f0f31eb3]Story Starter: “Suddenly, it turned around and faced her.”
[bookmark: fronted-adverbials]Fronted Adverbials
A fronted adverbial tells the reader when, where or how something happened. Remember the comma!
[bookmark: time]Time
· Without warning, it stopped moving.
· Moments later, a strange sound echoed through the trees.
· As darkness fell, the forest became silent.
· A few seconds later, she heard footsteps behind her.
[bookmark: place]Place
· Deep in the forest, a shadow moved between the trees.
· At the edge of the path, something was waiting.
· Behind the ancient gate, a mysterious figure appeared.
· Above her head, branches creaked in the wind.
[bookmark: manner-how]Manner (How)
· Nervously, she took a step backwards.
· Silently, the creature crept closer.
· Carefully, she reached into her pocket.
· Trembling, she stared into its eyes.

[bookmark: subordination]Subordination
Use subordinating conjunctions to add detail, explain feelings and build suspense.
[bookmark: useful-conjunctions]Useful conjunctions
although, because, when, while, since, if, before, after, as
[bookmark: examples]Examples
· Although she wanted to run, her feet refused to move.
· Because the path had disappeared, she felt completely lost.
· When the creature spoke, she gasped in surprise.
· While she searched for an escape route, it continued to watch her.
· As the wind howled around her, the shadows seemed to grow larger.
· Before she could react, the creature took another step forward.
[bookmark: sentence-starters]
[bookmark: semi-colons]Semi-colons (;)
Use a semi-colon to join two closely related ideas.
[bookmark: examples-1]Examples
· She wanted to scream; no sound came out.
· The creature seemed frightening; its eyes were filled with sadness.
· The forest was completely silent; even the birds had stopped singing.
· She knew she should leave; curiosity kept her rooted to the spot.
[bookmark: challenge]
[bookmark: colons]Colons (:)
Use a colon to introduce an explanation, list or important detail.
[bookmark: examples-2]Examples
· She noticed one terrifying detail: the creature knew her name.
· The forest was hiding many secrets: twisted roots, hidden caves and forgotten paths.
· There was only one thing she could do: follow it.
· The creature carried three unusual objects: a silver key, a torn map and a glowing stone.

[bookmark: vocabulary-for-suspense]Vocabulary for Suspense
[bookmark: powerful-verbs]Powerful VerbsSetting Words
· eerie
· shadowy
· abandoned
· misty
· moonlit
· ancient
· gloomy

[bookmark: emotions]Emotions
· anxious
· terrified
· uneasy
· bewildered
· relieved
· determined


· lurked
· emerged
· crept
· glared
· prowled
· vanished
· lunged
· stalked
[bookmark: setting-words]
[bookmark: year-6-challenge-paragraph][bookmark: _GoBack]Example
“Suddenly, it turned around and faced her. Nervously, she stepped backwards and gripped the torch tightly. Although every part of her wanted to run, she remained where she was. The creature took another step forward; its eyes never left hers. As the mist drifted between the trees, she noticed one astonishing detail: the strange figure was holding a photograph of her family. Before she could ask any questions, it whispered her name.”
