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Dear Parents
Year 2 Mastering Number- Near Doubles

The children in Year 2 are continuing to take part in daily Mastering Number sessions. These sessions focus on the development of good number sense for all children. The aim over time is that children will leave KS1 with fluency in calculation and a confidence and flexibility with number. 

The Year 2s have been building on their learning of doubling numbers to ten and are learning near doubles. These are calculations that are one more than or less than a double fact. For example, 3+4 is nearly 3+3 it is just one more! So we can use our knowledge that 3+3=6 and just add one more to make seven. OR 3+4 is nearly 4+4 it’s just one less! So we can use our knowledge that 4+4=8 and just subtract one to make 7. 

Any practice that you can do home is greatly appreciated and will really help your child be confident with maths.

The near doubles number facts are:
	1 + 2 = 3                2 + 1 = 3
2 + 3 = 5               3 + 2 = 5
3 + 4 = 7               4 + 3 = 7
4 + 5 = 9               5 + 4 = 9
5 + 6 = 11              6 + 5 = 11
6 + 7 = 13              7 + 6 = 13
7 + 8 = 15              8 + 7 = 15
8 + 9 = 17              9 + 8 = 17



Please practice these facts with your child at home regularly. The children will practice them daily in the classroom too and the aim is that they will be able to have a speedy recall of them all them by the end of this term. In the final week of this term, we will test the children on these facts.

How to say the facts:
We use a range of mathematical vocabulary with the children so they are used to hearing and understanding the facts said in different ways. 
For example, 5 + 6 = 11 could be:
· “Five add six equals eleven.”
· “5 and 6 make 11.”
· “6 more than 5 is eleven.

Ways you can support your child at home:
Flashcards: Attached to this letter are some flashcards. Cut up and mix up these flashcards. Challenge your child to see how quickly they can recall the facts. 
Say the doubles: Turn over the flashcards and say which doubles help you to work out these near doubles. For example, if 4+5 is turned over, you could say double 4 and one more is 9 or double 5 and one less is 9. 
Building blocks: Build two towers that are the same height- ask ‘How many will there be if I take one block from this tower?” or “How many will there be altogether if I add one block to this tower?”
Domino near doubles: Can you find all of the dominoes that show near doubles? Calculate how many spots there are altogether. 
Online tools: Dinosaur Dentist - near doubles

Thank you in advance for supporting your child in recalling these important number facts. Please see your child’s class teacher if you have any questions.

Best wishes, 

Lisa Reed
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