[bookmark: _GoBack]Homework due in Wednesday 26th February 
This term we have been reading Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell. For your holiday homework, I would like you to create your own Guardian’s Bestiary. Create some impossible creatures of you own- create images of them (either by drawing or using technology) and then write a description of them and their characteristics. 
[image: ]Here are a few examples of ones that we’ve read to start you off. 
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Al-miraj

Al-mirajes are horned hares of dazzling
beauty. Their ears are long and pink on the
inside, and their horns pure gold. During
the mating season, where the al-miraj
treads, fresh shoots of greenery rise
from the earth; they can carpet a barren
field with grass within an hour. The al-
miraj is said to seek out the valiant, the
wise and the good. Queen Arian of Lithia

once sought to give one to her fiancé, only
to see the creature shun her suitor and joyfully greet her
maidservant. She married her maidservant instead and they lived
happily ever after, with a garden full of gold-horned hares.
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Longma

A winged, scaled horse - often green or
brown with a black underbelly- of breath-
taking speed and strength. Some longmas go
their entire lives without touching the
ground. Sky-ready like no other creature,
they wash by seeking out rain clouds and
flying slowly through them, their scaled
wings outstretched. A longma is the only
creature in the world that gives birth in the
air: the mother flies as high as she can into the sky, so that when
the foal falls from her womb, it has as long as possible to unfold its
wings before it hits the ground. Longmas should be treated with
caution: only a very small number develop bonds with humans, Even
then, those humans occasionally wake to find themselves being eaten
in small ways, which are nonetheless inconvenient - a finger, for
instance, or half an ear - because there is no such thing as a fruly
+ame lonama.
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Kludde

A dog the size of a bear, the kludde is black
except where, in place of ears, it has a pair of
flames. It uses the lights of its ears to
attract its prey - largely deer, wild cattle and
al-mirajes - and then devours it. It can be
identified from a distance by its breath, which
resembles the shriek of metal on metal. The
only way to kill a kludde is to extinguish its
flames with wet earth or sand. Kluddes live
primarily on islands uninhabited by humans;
very few Archipelagians will see one in their
lifetimes. Those who see them do not forget.

[Addendum by Frank Aureate: unless they have been eaten, in which
case they presumably do.]




