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The Power of Reading  
Enabling children to become truly independent  
readers improves chances in school and in the  
wider world.  
 
Components:  
- To have mastered the essential early reading  
skills of phonics and sight vocabulary to enable  
them to read fluently and accurately. 
 
- To have a love of books and to read 
for pleasure. 



   Phonics offers the vast majority of  young 
children the best and most direct route to 
becoming skilled readers and writers   

 Sir Jim Rose,  Rose Review of Reading 2006 

 

Phonics is simply the ability to convert a letter or 
letter group into sounds that are then blended 
together into a word.  



A phoneme 

This is the smallest unit of sound 
in a word. 

How many phonemes can you 

hear in   cat? 



Once children are good with single phonemes… 

Digraphs – 2 letters that make 1 sound 
ll    ss   zz   oa    ai 

Split digraphs  - where 2 letters are not 
adjacent to each other 
  a-e             i-e            u-e 
 rate            kite           tube 

 
TRIGRAPHS – 3 letters that make 1 
sound        igh    dge   air  



A phoneme you hear 
 
 
A grapheme you see 

A word always has the same 

number of phonemes and 

graphemes.  A grapheme can 

have one, two or three letters. 



How to say the sounds….. 

• Saying the sounds correctly with 
children is extremely important  

 
• We say the shortest form of the 

sounds 
  



Segmenting Activity 
 How many phonemes are in each word? 

shelf 
dress 
sprint 
paint 
chair 



How did you do? 

shelf dress 

sprint paint 

chair 



Demonstration of early reading 
 

Mrs Hanratty 
 
 
 

 
 

   



A whole school approach: 
Letters and Sounds 

Letters and Sounds is divided into six phases, with 
each phase building on the skills and knowledge of 
previous learning.  

 
Taught daily in 20 minute sessions across KS1 and as 
an accelerated intervention across KS2 for children 
who need support to read and spell accurately. 
 
Children have time to practise and rapidly expand 
their ability to read and spell words. 
  



Progression in Letters and Sounds 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

. 
  





• Takes 4 weeks. 
• Focuses on initial and final letter 
blends. 

• CCVC words-e.g.  f-r-o-g 
• CVCC words- e.g. m-i-l-k 
• CCVCC words- e.g. c-r-i-s-p 
• Polysyllabic words- e.g. sandpit  



• Takes 30 weeks. 
• Focuses on alternative 
pronunciations and spellings. 

e.g. ea   bead   head 
kite pie might 



The twins' bedroom was a right mess! Mum had tried 
everything. Being cross! Being kind! But it just did not help. 
The twins still did not tidy their room.  
 
Then mum had an idea. "I think I'll write a list of things 
the twins must pick up, and then we can play a game of hide 
and seek. The twins must find the things and put them in a 
box.  Their room will be tidy!" 
This is the list mum had: a crisp bag, a white sock, a tie 
with a stripe, a cap, a plastic knife, a bright red kite. 
 
"We like this game of hide and seek," said the twins. In no 
time at all the room was quite tidy and mum was happy. 
 
Then the twins had an idea, "Mum, we'd like to fly this kite 
on the green. 



High frequency words 
 

 

. 
  



How can you help at home.  
 
(see separate ppt) 
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